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[Concluded from page 38.) 

Having shown the scriptural grounds of belief, and the prominent 
causes of the too common disbelief, in the doctrine of the resurrection, 
the apostle (in the xv. of Corinthians) next proceeds to refute the 
objections commonly made against it. The first objection is, “ How 
are the dead raised up.” The whole force of it rests on the how,—as if 
human ignorance of the manner was a good argument against the divine 
power, against a well-attested fact. This weak objection is in the mouth 
of every body. Human vanity would make its own limited experience 
the standard, not merely of possibility, but of the truth of history. When 
the Virgin Mary was told, and by an angel too, of the honor destined for 
her, she said, “ How shall this be ;’? and Nicodemus replied to the Son 
of God himself, ‘“‘ How can these things be.’”? The apostle meets the 
objector with a reproof, ‘‘ Thou fool ;” and he proves the folly by show- 
ing, that the objection amounts to a denial of his own senses. He sees 
the grain vegetate, spring, and grow up, he knows not how. Will he 
then say, it does not rise from that destruction which seemed to have 
passed upon it. ‘The manner, in this case, is entirely beyond his cogni- 
zance. If his ignorance here is no good argument, why should he rel 
upon it in reference to the quickening of the dead human body ? Such 
inconsistency is indeed characteristical of a man void of understanding. 
You say, I will not believe that the dead can be raised, because I know 
not how itis effected. St. Paul replies, You do believe that the dead 
grain is raised, and yet you know nothow it is. You donot rely on your 
own argument, and therefore it cannot be a good one, you yourself 
being the judge. We know not the process of creation. We know not 
how the Creator made that union of soul and body, which we call Man, 
and yet we believe that God made us, and not we ourselves. Shall we 
then deny the resurrection, because we know not the process of raising 
thedead? If there be a good objection to this doctrine, assuredly this 
cannot be said of the one we are considering. 

The second objection stated in the chapter before us, in order that it 
may be exposed, and proved of no validity, is this, ‘* With what body 
do they come?” The objector here insinuates, that there are some 
things too hard for even the Almighty to do. The ingenious persecutors 
ofthe early Christians, who scattered their ashes in rivers, intended 
thereby to prevent a resurrection; as if the gathering them together 
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66 Easter Season. (May, 
was beyond the divine power, or as if man could frustrate the diving 
purpose. St. Paul answers this objection by showing, that the vory 
ground of it is an assumption. The whole difficulty rests on the SUppo- 
sition, thatthe very same particles deposited in the grave are to enter 
into the composition of the raised body. Now, as matter is constantly 
undergoing transformation, these particles may, in the progress of time, 
form a constituent part of several bodies. How then can they be as. 
signed to one body exclusively ? The apostle puts aside the objection 
at once by his emphatic declaration, “ God giveth it a body, as it hath 

leased him. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. We shall all be changed, 
There is anatural body, and there is a spiritual body.” This is, indeed, 
a satisfactory view ofthe subject. You tell me, how can the same body 
whose constituent parts will soon be attached to other, and many bodies, 
be raised. The answer is—the risen body will differ from the dead 
body. Do you ask, can then the identity be preserved ? Certainly. Is not 
the identity of the individual preserved, through all the stages of this 
mortal life, and yet his body, in infancy, in childhood, in youth, in man- 
hood, in old age, is not always identically the same. It is constantly 
parting with and receiving portions of matter. The divine power which 
maintains the identity from birth to death, can maintain it after death, 
when the body enters on the immortal state, without making use (as 
you suppose to be necessary) of the identical parts of matter. 

On this branch of the subject, viz., that God can preserve the identity 
of each one of his creatures, (so that it may have’ its individual, as wel! 
as its common, or general, features,) by methods devised by his own 
wisdom, and carried into effect by his own power, without resorting to 
those means which vain man presumes to suppose are indispensable, 
the apostle dwells much, in the chapter before us. God giveth, to every 
seed his own body. What innumerable variety in seeds! Even of those 
which look alike, which the common observer would say, did not differ, 
each one has its proper individuality. Plant it, and you will presently 
see a shrub, or a tree, different in some respects from every other tree. 
Take one of the leaves, compare it with the rest, and you will find 
has some properties peculiar to itself alone, by which it may be iden- 
tified. “All flesh is not the same flesh; but there is one kind of flesh 
of men, another flesh of beasts, another of tishes, and another of birds.” 
The bodies in the visible heavens, and the several substances on eart!, 
have a common Creator, but plainly marked is the diflerence between 
them. There is variety also in these celestial bodies among themselves, 
for there is one glory (that is, beauty or excellency) peculiar tu the sun, avd 
another glory belonging tothe moon, and another to the stars. ‘The stars 
so innumerable, that they appear to the naked eye as coalesced into ove 
fleecy cloud or milky way, are yet perfectly distinct from each other. 
Each one has its distinguishing properties, for “ one star differeth from 
another star in glory.” This variety of illustration, drawn from things 
in heaven, things on earth, and things in the sea, the apostle makes 
bear on that objection to the resurrection, ‘With what, body do they 
come.” Who gives to each seed; each living creature—beast, bird, 
fish; each heavenly luminary—sun, moon, star, its proper body, that 
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its individuality, the cause of its identity? ‘God giveth it a body, as it 
hath pleased him.” Cannot the same God give to every human soul 
its proper body, its proper individuality and identity ? How are men 
distinguished upon earth, but by that peculiarity which God has given 
each one, ae that no two men of the multitude, whom no man can num- 
ber, are exactly alike ? Is his power shortened? Can he not do, a se- 
cond time, what he has done already ? Or, is there more difficulty in 
assigning to the soul, after the resurrection, a proper body, than there 
was in doing the same thing for the same soul prier to the resurrection ? 
They who will be called from the grave, are to stand their trial, at the 
bar of the last judgment. It is necessary, therefore, that each one should 
be known. In order to his being hnown, it is not necessary that he 
should have the very same body which he laid down in the grave. He 
will then be clothed with what St. Paul calls “ a spiritual body,”’ essen- 
tially different from the natural body, which he wore while on the earth, 
But, exclaims the objector, then he will not be the same man, and cannot 
be judged for the deeds he has here committed. St. Paul replies, God 
can make him conscious, and make the assembled universe sensible, that 
itisthe same man. The mighty God who maintained, through the 
several stages of life, this man’s proper identity, although his earthly 
tabernacle was constantly changing its size, and indeed its very mate- 
rials; the mighty God who so marvellously distinguishes the myriads 
of the vegetable, animal, and inanimate creation, can with equal ease 
give the identifying stamp to every individual who shall appear at the 
last judgment. Such I| take to be the scope of the apostle’s reply to the 
objection we are cousidering. ‘ So alsois the resurrection of the dead ;”’ 
that is, as the things | have mentioned have each one its peculiar proper- 
ties, so the raised dead will each one of them, have its peculiar body, and 
thereby be easily distinguished from all the rest. Is it not a satisfactory 
reply? May 1 not say, it is a triumphant refutation of an objection 
which, however, (such is the perversity of humao nature,) is sull re- 
peated, still constantly in the mouth of the unbeliever. Let me invite 
you to examine carefully St. Paul’s statement. It must, under the 
divine blessing, confirm your faith, and it will enable you to give to every 
one that asketh you, a reason of the hope that is in you. 

That the identity of the person may be preserved, notwithstanding 
the change of the body, we have many illustratious in nature. The 
butterfly was yesterday the worm. ‘The dragon-fly, during two years 
before it mounted into the air, lived in water. Reptiles, after being im- 
bedded in marble for perhaps 100 years, have entered alive into our 
atmosphere. Why may not man lie in the grave, in a chrysalis’ state, 
if [may so speak, and rise with a different body, it may be with angel's 
wings, and yet be the same man? It has been well remarked, “ With 
what bodies we shall rise, is no where precisely declared. The argu- 
ment requires nothing more than that the soul should hereafter be united 
to some bodily frame. When, therefore, our creeds speak of the resur- 
rection of the body, they must be understood to-do so in opposition to 
those heresies which treated the resurrection as a mere figure.” In the 
course of his vindication, the apostle adveits to several topics incident- 
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ally connected with his main subject ; first, (in verses 9, 10,) to his own 
wonderful conversion. He was a persecutor of the Church of Christ, 
but now an apostle, who laboured more abundantly than the other apos- 
tles. Whence thischange? He tells you, Christ had appeared to him, 
He was sure of his resurrection, and consequently of the truth of his 
religion, and of the resurrection ofall men. Paul had been long incre. 
dulous, and as he was a man not easy to be deceived so he had no motive 
to deceive others. Thisconsideration he does not suggest as one of his 
main arguments, but with all humility, (calling himself the least of the 
apostles, one not meet to be called an apostle, and attributing all he was 
and did, to the grace of God,) briefly notices it, as entitled to a degree of 
weight. He adverts also to the order of the resurrection ; for though it 
shall be quickly done, “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” yet, 
they that are Christ's, that is, his disciples, shall rise first. And thus we 
are affectingly reminded of the love which Christ bears to them, snatch- 
ing them, as it were, so soon as it is admissible, from the field of death, 
and separating their bodies from the general mass ; and also, that there 
is both a resurrection to life, and a resurrection todamnation. The apostle 
tells us, that a// shall be made alive, first the disciples of Christ, and then, 
of course, the rest. But asto the fate of the latter, his purpose did not 
call him to speak. Other Scriptures tell us what it will be. And he 
gladly passes to, and dwells upon, the consequences of a joyful resur. 
rection. The vile body, the weak, corruptible, mortal body, (as he else- 
where calls it,) is laid aside for ever. ‘The new body has new powers; 
a new glory or beauty, and it is incorruptible, and immortal. Honorable 
indeed is it, for it is hike that body which belongs to the heavenly inha- 
bitants. Itis like unto that of the Lord Jesus Christ himse!f, in his state 
of glorified exaltation, for “‘ as the Christian has borne the image of the 
earthly” Adam, so, he shall bear the image of the “heavenly” Christ, 
the second Adam, who shall fashion it “like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is ale.” Such being the destiny 
of those who sleep inJesus, well may they exclaim, in the prospect ot it, 
and much more in the fruition, “© death, where is thy sting! O grave, 
where is thy victory !” 

In speaking of the variety inthe works of God, and more particularly 
of the variety in the character of the risen saints, the apostle is generally 
understood to have made an allusion to the variety in their future cor- 
dition, in the heavenly happiness, which shall be assigned to them re- 
spectively. Whether he so intended or not, it is a view of the subject 

rfectly consistent with reason, and the analogy of faith. In those 
istseares which speak of angel and archangel ; of cherubim and sere 

him; of many mansions, in our father’s kingdom ; of the tree of lie, 
Catinn twelve manner of fruits; and of its Gene “more tolerable « 
the day of judgment” for some than for others, it is, at least, intimated, 
that there will be degrees, both in the happiness and the misery of eter 
nity ; thatis, in heaven, while all are happy, some will be more so than 
others ; and as to the lower region, some more, and sume less, miserab¢. 
The very interesting allusion of St. Paul is in these terms, “ One ste 
differeth from another star in glury, so also is the resurrection of tb 


dead.” 
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Unanswerable in his arguments, satisfactory in his refutation of ob- 
‘ections, supernaturally wise in his suggestions as to the causes of un- 
belief in Christianity in general, and this doctrine of the resurrection in 
particular ; instructive as are his incidental remarks ; admirable as is 
this whole discourse, on a subject which yields to none in point of im- 

rtance and interest, the conclusion of it is in just keeping, both as to 
its matter and its manner. Itis the impulse ofa feeling heart, and a 
genuine piety, in clusing observations on so high a theme, to exclaim, 
as he did, “‘ Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” But we are to show forth his praise, as by our 
lips, so by our lives also. “If ye love me,” saith the Almighty, “ keep 
my commandments.” No parting admonition could be more judicious 
and appropriate than this: “ Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for 
as much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 

Consider the present consolations and hopes, and the everlasting 
honours and joys, which this doctrine of the resurrection opens to the 
believer. And shall he not be thankful to the Author of the resurrection 
—tothe glorious Godhead—to the Father who ordered it—to the Son 
who purchased it, and assures him of it—and to the Holy Ghost who 
renders him meet to be a partaker of it? Shall not this act of divine 
goodness, the destined reward of his own soul and body, and of the 
friends who have departed in the Lord, check every inclination to 
wander from the service of his Lord, and animate, and encourage him in 
the path of obedience. Now that the heavenly prize is so distinctly re- 
vealed ; now that it is so evident, that his labour in the Lord shall not 
be in vain; that all the difficulties of realizing the existence of the soul 
separated from the body, are done away; and a reward set before him, 
of which the senses can take cognizance, even the bliss of a spiritual 
glorified body; he must be more steadfast, more active ; he will abound 
inthe work of the Lord, and persevere unto the end. And when this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, he will be found with purified af- 
fections, and exalted powers, still praising God, and doing good to his 
fellow beings; for charity, the love of God and man, shall never fail. 
In the words of another, ‘‘ How deeply practical is this doctrine of the 
resurrection of the body. As God formed the angels to be exposed to 
and resist spiritual temptations only, so he formed man to be exposed to, 
and resist bodily temptations likewise. Hence there are set before 
human beings, bodily punishments, the worm and the fire; and also 
bodily rewards, no tears, no more pain, nodeath. ‘The body was acces- 


sary to our vices and virtues, and therefore will share in our punishment 
or reward.” 
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DANCING. 

The character of Christian Females has uniformly maintained a com- 
manding influence over society. Influence, to a certain degree, implies 
control; and, of course, it affixes responsibility. If this moral power 
can be applied to improve the usages of society, by the discountenance 
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of such as are vitiated, and by the adoption of those which are innocen: 
one is at a loss to know, why blame should not attach to the abuse oj 
this power, as well as to the neglect of any positive duty. The inf. 
ence of their example, then, throws professors of religion into ay 
awkward position with respect to the world. Natural timidity of cha- 
racter may induce them to shrink from direct opposition to long estab. 
lished customs. Charity may suggest its meed of allowance in the 
estimated effects of usages generally deemed innocent. Prudence may 
seem to reqnire the evasion of suspected motive; or the imputation of 
fanaticism. But, whatever may be the results of such suggestions upon 
the great mass of society, no excuse can justify the weakness of prin- 
ciple, which, for its exercise demands.an apology. Christian duty is ag 
frequently and as grossly violated, by the fear of giving offence, or to 
saye trouble in resistance, as by the direct approval of social evils. If 
all experience prove this truth, the Saviour’s disciples—friends of vital 
godliness, and humanity, should manifest the heroism of their faith; 
and ‘set their faces like a rock” against all customs, individual or as. 
sociated, which are contrary to the letter of God’s Word, or the spirit 
of his holy religion. A careful examination of the statistics of society 
will show, that its current evils are, ina high degree, if not exclusively, 
referable to the demoralizing effects of Public Amusements as they are 
conducted. Among them, Dancing is high in favor; and owes its po- 
pularity, no doubt, to the fascination of female participation. All hoped 
for reformation, then, of popular taste, in this respect, must originate 
with those who have been the means of its being engrafted upon the 
pleasures of social life. A word to them on the subject. 

It may be premised with gratitude, that our national taste has not, as 

et, acquired that pruriency which distinguishes the reign of fashion in 
the Old World. And, therefore, the low buffoonery, and indecorous 
exhibition of masquerades, and fancy balls, as they are termed, are in- 
frequent in this country, and principally confined to the would-be imi- 
tators of foreign customs. But the amusement of dancing, as it is prac- 
tised in all classes of society, invites reflections to which Christians, and 
particularly christian females, would do well to give serious attention. 

Dancing has two distinct aspects, the first of which may be called the 
character of indifference, as it is neither good nor bad: the second is 

sitively sinful and injurious. The one refers to the movement of the 
body ; the other applies to the vicious influence which it may exert over 
the mind. Let us reflect on both points. 

First, as to the matter of indifference. Dancing is a very ancient 
art. It is, in all probability, coeval with the earliest stages of society. 
The sacred Scriptures record several instances, in which dancing was 
used as a religious celebration. On the destruction of Pharaoh's hosts, 
in the Red Sea, Miriam the Prophetess, as a leader of the females, a* 
sisted the great congregation of the Israelites to celebrate their glorious 
deliverance in a public jubilee. “And ail the women,” we are told, 
“went out after her with timbrels and with dances.” (Ex. xv. 20.) Us 
the return of the Gileadite from his signal victory over the Ammonites, 
his daughter, unconscious of her father’s rash and fatal vow, “ came out 
to meet him, with timbrels and with dances.” (Judges xi. 35.) Ut the 
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me religious character was the dance of David before the ark of God, 
on its return from the house of Obededom to Shiloh. Michal, the 
then queen, attracted to a window of the palace by the splendid pa- 
geant exhibited in the court below, perceived the gambols of the king, 
who, from all accounts, must have been better acquainted with military 
evolutions than the mysteries of Terpsichore ; and, to use the very strong 
language of Scripture, “ she despised him in her heart.” (2Sam. 16.) 


~ In later periods of the world, we are informed of the very particular 


atteution which dancing commanded. A®schylus, the Greek tragic poet, 


i employed his genius to improve the art in his day. The old Greeks 


had religious dances, war dances, dances for marriages, for funerals, 
and other occasions. It is a very remarkable circumstance, that at the 


distance of twenty-six centuries, the antient Cretan and Pyrrhic dances, 


as well as those described in Homer’s Iliad, can be traced in similar 
measures and figures used by the modern Greeks. All nations, of our 
times, whether civilized or barbarous, practise dancing, either as a social 
amusement, or a religious festivity. One set of professed Christians 
dance in their religious services, on the plea, that the Deity should be 
worshipped, as well by the body as by the soul, and better by saltatory 
movements than by the usual postures of devotion. Those, and other 
instances, may be alleged in proof that the act of dancing is not, in 
itself, vicious. The change of posture directed by musical sounds, 
cannot be more sinful than other changes produced by running, or leap- 
ing, or walking. But further. Dancing may be even considered an 
useful accomplishment for children, in so far as it teaches them a 
graceful address, and an easy carriage. Nor would the amusement 
be considered objectionable if restricted to proper time and sphere, to 


be laid aside with the trundle-hoop and skip-rope, and other childish 
_ sports. Unfortunately, the art is not acquired for the development of 
' muscular energy, as a gymmastic exercise, nor for youthful accomplish- 


ment. It is not confined to the pastimes of childhood, nor transfered 
from the risen to the rising generation. On the contrary, it is carried 
into the social circle of matured life, as the means of personal attraction, 
and, therefore, as the object of admiration. Is it not the duty of chris- 
tian parents, who feel for the purity of their children’s tastes that deep 
solicitude which language cannot express, to beware lest the objects of 
their affection be needlessly thrown into the vortex of temptations, 
against which the modesty of nature may not be a sufficient safeguard ? 
Should not the christian mother, as she values her daughter's fitness for 
the duties of life, inculcate, as well by example as by precept, the great 


moral principle, that amusements and accomplishments are of minor 


importance in education, indeed, are of no value whatever, except as 
they subserve the useful and every day purposes of human existence ? 
Ought not the serious truth to be made apparent, in every system of 
moral culture, that amusement loses the character of innocence when- 
ever it is made a business; becomes of an interest too absorbing, or 
interferes with due mental and moral improvement? And, it may be 
asked, what amusement is capable of greater excess than dancing ? 
what scene of social festivity offers more dangerous allurements to z= 
young, than the ball-room? Let us, secondly, examine in what ways. 





72 On Dancing. [May, 


Dancing may be sinful, in preparation for it: in its enjoyment: anj 
in its consequences. Ist. The preparation for a dancing party implies 
the cost of time and pecuniary expense. What Christian can reflec 
upon the shortness and uncertainty of human life, without feeling the 
inestimable value of time ? How many, and how pressing are the dy. 
ties appointed for every individual, and how limited is the term of per. 
formance! Take an average of life-time; dednct from the amoun: 
those portions of it necessarily expended in the care of the hody, and 
how little remains for the employment of the soul! In the course of 
the twenty-four hours of the day, subtract from them, the periods alloted 
to sleep, to dress, to exercise, to food ; and what balance 1s left, for the 
interests and duties of life? Should not Christians then, take care that 
their amusements shall be of such a character, as not to intrench upon 
that valuable time, for the improvement or abuse of which, they must, 
one day, render a strict account! Is dancing of this nature? Does it 
not engross the thoughts, and occupy the mind, to the exclusion of 
better consideration, for days previous to the party? Does it not ip. 
fringe upon the natural hours of sleep; and disqualify both budy and 
mind for the duties of the ensuing day ? 

Those who have had access toa Fair conclave, in the midst of prepa- 
rations for the approaching assembly, would be led to suppose that the 
color of a ribbon, the adjustment of a trinket, or the fashion of a dress, 
were, in the opinions of the party interested, subjects of consideration 
not less grave and important, than the welfare of a family, or the hap- 

iness of its individual members. Suppose, at length, the interesting 
Gedinens completed ; and each fair victim adorned for the evening sa 
crifice. Enter the temple of amusement. And what a brilliant mode 
of destroying time does the scene exhibit! Dazzled and excited almost 
to a state of confusion, by the display, the music, and the fascination of 
pleasure, the busy group take nocount of passing hours. Time flies on 
rosy wings. Every serious thought gives way to akind of enchantment: 
until the dawn of the new day warns the departing revellers of another 
night squandered in vanity and dissipation. Again. Estimate the pecu- 
niary cost of those assemblies, and of participation in them. Wealth, 
no doubt, is frequently dissipated through those channels: and as often 
does the tide of fashion furce people of embarrassed circumstances to 
squander, in the same way, those resources which ought to be employed 
in payment of their just debts. But, in any condition of life, can the 
question arise, whether the money so idly thrown away, could have 
been better employed? Are there no objects of charity, in the walks o! 

rivate obse1 vation, whose necessities present strong claims for relief! 

oes the Church ask no assistance in support of her benevolent inst- 
tutions ? Alas, we cannot move from the circle of our own happy Hre- 
sides, without meeting, in every direction, the silent appeal of modest, 
indigent worth ; or the clamorous demands of suffering beggary. Look 
at the state of our Zion. Run your eye over the map of the West 
Extend your view to remote heathen nations. Then calculate, if yo 
are able, the amount of vice, ignorance and wretchedness which, from 
those polluted regions, take the wings of the morning, and disseminat 
through the world moral pestilence and death! Now, what have y 
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done, by christian beneficence, to arrest those evils? How much have 
you contributed to the support of the Gospel, and the christianizing of 
ia fellow-creatures ? Comparatively nothing. A miserable pittance 
is grudgingly offered to the Lord’s service, whilst thousands are sacri- 
ficed upon your appetites and passions! “ You cannot afford” to assist 
in any useful or benevolent scheme ; but you “ can afford,” at the ver 
moment of denial to the charitable request, to give a splendid and ex- 
travagant ball; or fit out your family, in the most costly array, for at- 
tendance at some fashionable party! <A tithe—nay, a fraction of that 
movey which, yearly, is squandered, in this manner, would send com- 
fort to many. a desolate house ; cause the hearts of widows and orphans 
to sing for joy ; and send forth a sweet-smelling savor of incense to the 
Lord, from the renovated altars of our destitute churches! Christians, 
think of those things! Are ye not stewards of the manifold grace of 
God? (1 Pet. iv. 10.) 

In the second place, dancing may be sinful in its indulgence. Sacri- 
fices to the fashionable graces are usually excessive. The adornment 
of the person for the ball-room, is not less the engrossing subject of 
thuught, than the frivolous triumphs which it seems to anticipate. 
Fashions, however preposterous, or unbecoming, must be followed. 
A style of costume, not suited to the house of God, or any where else, 
is prescribed for appearance in the fashionable saloon, Aud there, 
when the partial eye of maternal fondness follows the figure of a beloved 
child through the mazes of the dance, who would suppose either mother 
or daughter, a professed disciple of the meek, and lowly, and self-denying 
Redeemer? Do the costume and decoration of the ladies. in question, 
illustrate the apostolic injunction, “‘ whose adorning, let it not be the 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair; and of wearing of gold; or of 
putting on of apparel?” (I Pet. ii. 4.) Or, must their manner and tone 
of conversation be received, as evidences of that “‘meck and quiet spirit, 
which is of so great price in the sight of God!” (1 Pet. iii. 5.) Is the 
fascination of the amusement to those persons, what they weuld call a 
redemption of their most sacred baptismal promise, ‘‘to renounce the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world!” Alas! the question invo- 
luntarily occurs, have those Christians been in a proper frame of mind, 
to perform the accustomed duties of family worship, either before leay- 
ing home, when their thoughts were distracted with anticipations of 
coming pleasures; or on return, when they have been surfeited with 
gratified vanity, or what is equally as probable, overwhelmed by mor- 
tied pride? Is the ball-room a scene, whereto Christians should invoke 
the Holy Spirit of God for guidance ; and from which the soul, with 
calm resignation and holy confidence, could be prepared to meet the 
Angel of Death? Moreover, can nothing positively injurious to the 
simplicity of christian character be derived from the poisonous breath- 
ings of flattery ; the intoxication of self-love ; or the whispers of envy, 
which compose the moral climate of the ball-room! People of the 
world, it is true, may not fear contamination from.those sources. The 
polluted heart,every where, forms for itself an atmosphere of pestilence 
and death. But how Christians can expose themselves and their chil- 
éren to the contagion, cannot be explained, except upon the supposition 
G08. MESS., VOL. xv.—No. 3. 10 
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of their thoughtless, or wilful indifference to their most solemn duties ies 
and responsibilities. ‘“ For all that is in thé world, the lust of ; 
flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, by r 
is of the world.” (1 John ii. 16.) 

Thirdly. Dancing may be sinful from its consequent effects, as we!) 
mental as physical. After the gay party has broken up, follow the ». 
vellers home. Jaded and worn out, by fatigue and excitement, boy 
natural for the animal spirits of those persons to feel the correspoude,: 
depression! The mind then sympathises with the body; and both becor, 
entirely unfit for the appointed duties of life. From this state of ana 
thy, its victim looks forward to some new excitement for relief. The 
ordinary ans happy influences of well-regulated time produce disgus: 
Another scene of dissipation seems necessary to recover the ment) 
tone from the morbid action of its past inebriety. And thus, the n 


useful portions of life are sqandered, either under the inflammation ¢{ 


mental fever, or the chill of moral ague, from which there is little hope 
of recovery to the vigorous and useful energies of life. The question 


might also with propriety be asked, is not the ball-room destructive of 


human life? As dancing is practised in winter, and fashion jhe 
respect to weather, many persons, particularly ladies of feeble const 
tutions, feel the consequences of their rashness in the imprudent chang ce 
of dress ; and by exposure to an inclement night, which, for other than 
the festive occasion, would not have been dreamt of. From those causes 
bad colds are taken, and frequently terminate either in consumption or in 
some other disease, of which death may be considered the only effec. 
tual relief. In reason and in justice, ought not the martyr of fashion, 
who sacrifices health, and ultimately life, by the process of amuseme 
to be considered as guilty of suicide, as the infidel who puts an end t 
his existence by an opiate; or who abandons himself tu the equally sur 
though more gradual, destruction of intemperance? And yet bad asis th 
influence of loose mora] principle upon the popular mind, what inference 
must be drawn from the example of professed Christians, who show the 
same delinquency of rectitude What opinion should keen-sighted 1 
fidels form of that female’s piety, who, in the full feather of fashion, 
“trips it on the light fantastic toe,” in a gg eg assemblage of 
rofessedly worldly, if not irreligious people? What must be tlug!' 
by its enemies, of a system of religion which can so readily compou! 
with the world, as to permit professed Christians to live all the w = r 
its vices or follies, and to seek relief, by “ praying them oft” on Sunce 
After participating in the revels of a ball-room, particularly on 5a! 
day night, how is the disciple of our Lord prepared for the ensuirz 
duties of the sanctuary ; and for the sacrifice of the affections upon t! 
altar of Redeeming Love? Christians seem to forget that Christian!) 
is judged by its fruits in the lives of its advocates. Perfection is ce" 
tainly not expected of them : but consistency is. And those who pro! fess 
to renounce the world, should not seem to live for its pomps and va! 
ties. The effects of ball-room scenes are not less prejudicial tot! 
religious sensibility of young men, than injurious to the health of * 
males. A shade of difference exists in the tastes of both sexes; sol 
manliness of character is a frequent protection from the folly of davc¥s: 
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In illustration of the point, an anecdote may be related. A flippant 
young man, who bore the honours of the ball-room with a vast deal of 
self-complacency and modest assurance, asked a grave-looking geutle- 
who had been unwittingly introduced tnto the scene, why he did 
not partake of the amusement ? Because, was the indignant rebuke, 
God made me a MAN: and I am not disposed to enact the character of 


man, 


a monkey ! Without justifying the severe, perhaps indecorous remark, 
or the propriety of its application, the question may be asked, what in 
nature is more supremely ridiculous, than the sight of full grown men 
and women assuming the airs and manners of childhood, to figure away 
‘nthe dance? One exception is to be made, itis that of aged persons, who, 
concealing their wrinkles and gray locks, under fashionable ornaments, 
totterabout the festive train, as it were with one foot in the grave. Verily, 
this revelry looks to be, for all the world, the dance of death! There are, 
it is true, those, in the higher walks of society,of both sexes, who hold 
dancing in sovereign contempt. But, generally speaking, the amusement 
is popular; and therefore presents a torrent of evil which seems diffi- 
cultto resist. Popularity is, however, no proof of the utility uf a cus- 
tom nor is it a good reason for its continuance. Christians are bound, 
in principle, to resist all evil, no matter by whom patronized, “ knowing 
thatthey are set for the defence of the Gospel.” (Phil. i. 7.) What should 
it signify to them, how favourably the world may think of the amuse- 
ments, which they honestly believe to be of vicious consequence | The 

rofessed followers of the Redeemer are governed, in the minutest, as 
well as in the greatest, concerns of life by a sense of duty ; and they al- 
ways endeavour to do what reason and conscience teach the: fo be right. 
Dancing, except for children, is, to say the least of it, a very silly kind 
of amusement; and should be banished from Christian Society as a 
worse than useless relic of former barbarism. Parents, who must dance, 
should indulge the propensity to do so, at home, in the same way as in 
any other game of romps, which, however harmless in the nursery, is 
not less idle than ridiculous any where else. “ Beloved, fullow not that 
which 13 evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God; 
but he that doeth evil hath not seen God” (3 John, xi.) 

-- 2m 


[FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. ] 


INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE LETTER. 

Messrs. Editors,—The following letter is valuable, being impartial testi- 
mony, in favor of Christianity, as our Church understands it, from a gen- 
leman of this diocese, who has been deceased some years,—of a strong 
and highly cultivated intellect, of the most amiable disposition, and irre- 
proachable moral conduct. But alas! how painful to him, as it was to 
his friends, was the scepticism which this letter developes. 


To the Rev. Mr. —— 


_ My Dear Sir,—1 ara much obliged to you indged for the perusal of 
Stuart’s Letters: it is very long since I have read any thing to give me 
such unmixed delight ; so strong a conviction of the learning, the acute- 
bess, the philological skill, the courage, the fairness, the zeal and the 
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piety of its author ; such admiration of his talents; such respect for his | 9 ¢ 

rson. Mr. Channing will, no doubt, be silenced, and all those who th 
admit the fact of inspiration, and who are agreed upon the rules of fair FO 
construction, might, | should think, be satisfied of an intention in the ep 
sacred writers, to assert the Divinity of our Saviour. To me it is matter re 
of deep, and serious regret, that my difficulties could not come with: 7B 


the sphere of such a master-spirit as Professor Stuart, and be scattered 
to the winds as if they had never been; but permit me to say, what! 
hope may be in extenuation of them, that they regard not Christianity 
alone, or Christianity in particular. With me, the question js no: 
whether this or that doctrine is true, but whether we are competent: 
ascertain the truth of any thing; to me, the human mind appears to be s 
weak, so fallible, so imperfect, and occasionally so perverse, that | have 
lost all confidence in myself, and in others, all enthusiasm, and am 0; 
pressed and crushed by my own incompetence to understand correct!; 
anything whatsoever beyond the immediate cognizance of my senses: 
even my own senses are continually deceiving me, so that at last, the 
equality of the three angles of a triangle to two right angles, is to me 
but a hi+h probability. I feel, however, and acknowledge, the vast ad: 
vantages of Christianity. I know not that sacrifice personal to mysel! 
which I would not make to be a Christian, in the highest sense given 
that term by Professor Stuart: long have I laboured to convert myself 
and greatly should I venerate any man, by whom | could be converted 
but all my hopes have settled down upon some scraps of consolatio: 
from Locke, and Butler, and Tillotson, and some few other high av- 
thorities : if I am an unworthy member of your flock, I hope that! ¢ 
not quite deserve to be a castaway. 


With great regard and respect, Xe. 





P.S. In returning the beoks you were kind enough to lend me, | 


have taken the liberty of sending those that | mentioned; and I think 5 | 
you will be pleased to see, with how much respect, and reverence, a Jew | 
can express himself with regard to our Saviour. &§ 

| 


[FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. ] 


THE CONVENTION. 

We hail, with emotions of gratitude and zeal, another returning anv 
versary of our Ecclesiastical Council. As the time approaches fur its 
meeting, we offer a few suggestions, explanatory of its nature and bus: 
ness, to enhance its claims, and attract more attention to it. It may b 
considered as an assembly of the Clergy and Laity, for participation 
religious offices; for mutual communication and consultation, bo" 
the business of the Church; and as one of sufficient importane 
to require that a certain time should be appropriated to it. 
have always attended its meetings, with a solemn impression of 1 
importance of the first day. It begins with public worship, prayer bein: 
essential tothe success of our counvsels ; and after receiving a warning 


’ 


or admonition from the preacher, we repair to the altar, to receive 
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cup of blessing from our Bishop, and a foretaste of the life that is beyond 


Fthe grave. This is like setting the seal anew to the sanctity of our en- 


gagements, and realising it as a day of especial refreshing from the 
sence of the Lord. We should regard it principally as a day of 
P ligious observance, and only be organized for business and adjourn. 
Besides the meeting of some societies, which are held in the evening, 
the Evening Service of the Church might be conducted, and an address 


or discourse delivered on any subject connected with the interest of the 






























































Church. By mutual interchange of opinions and explanation, our doc- 
trine, discipline and worship, would be better understood, and more 
unanimously advocated. I never could consider the-first day as a day 
to do business. I regard it more as a jubilee to the Clergy and Laity, 
of kindred spirit, or, as itis in truth, the anniversary of professional in- 
terests and affections ; and, after reciprocating the civilities, courtesies 
and friendships, enhanced by congenial pursuit and intercourse, | would 
prefer to dwell in sympathy or gratulation. When we meet, according 
to adjournment, for business, the first in order should be the Bishop's 
Address. This is decidedly the most important, as it shows the actual 
state and progress of the Church; as it communicates his feelings and 
wishes, and suggests his views to the Clergy in his connection with them. 
He has, indeed, duties in common with others, but some are peculiar 
and special. As every confirmation administered, every Church conse- 
crated, every minister ordained, or candidate received for holy orders, 
shews the advancement of the Church, and thence is to be derived the 
khowledge of our strength and prosperity, according to the number of 
our members, and the zeal and activity with which they are reported to 
be engaged in the Redeemer’s cause, the Convention should be fully in 
possession of sts contents. Next to this address are the parochial reports 
of the Clergy. These constitute the business of the Convention, prac- 
tically and in detail. They show how many have been engaged, and 
with what success, in the active duties of the ministry, for the space of 
one year, aud how tar the purposes of committees and societies, and 
other institutions have been promoted, and therefore, the state and pro- 
gress of the Church. As it is expedient that the convention should be 
fully in possession of their contents, they should be read audibly. For 
what is itthat we meet ? Is it not to report what we have done, or tried 
todo, and mutually to consult as to the most probable means of dving 
more and better? Is it not to afford each other the benefit of our mu- 
tual experience and observation, and to apply our united efforts in one 
and the same good cause ? Let the next business be the reports of com- 
mittees and societies, and other matters before the Convention. The suc- 
cess, and thence the claims of the Clergy, should be encouragement, and 
should add strength to the appeals of societies. Our business requires 
the aid of pecuniary means. The resources of the Convention are de- 
ned from honor and liberality. And we should certainly expect those 
of kindred spirit, to aid in promoting the objects of their own counsels 
and affections. The reports of committees and societies inform us of 
the number of students of divinity, the certificates given to candidates 
for holy orders, the state of funds, the number of missionaries, and 
the expediency or necessity of help, obtained or desired. The address 
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of the Bishop, and reports of the Clergy, inform us, who have been oy. 
dained, and engaged in the active duties of the, ministry, and with wh, 
success, and how far the purposes of these societies and institutions 
have been answered. : 
It remains then to be considered, what time should be appropriated 
to the business of the Convention. As intimated by the order of busines 
suggested, it is easy to infer that at least three days are necessary, |, 
proportion as each matter is leisurely and deliberately engaged }, 
will it be better understood ; more interest taken in it; and greater of 
forts made to promote it. Let each member attend with the feelin, 
that he is neither restricted for time, nor pressed with other cares 
Let him remember he is come to discharge one of the hiches 
duties of the Church, which neither admits of hurry, nor can be accor. 
plished without a good understanding of its importance and claims; thy 
there is much to deliberate on; that it is no formality ; that the interes 
of souls is at stake ; and let him be engrossed in counsel and cO-opera- 
tion, with the devotedness of the head, and heart, and means. Let the 
Clergy and Laity be examples of the zeal that is according to the cause. 
and we may become treasurers of the offerings unto the Lord, instead 
of beggars of charity. C. 
auntie 


NOTICES OF REW PUBLICATIONS. 


Sermons by Henry Melville, M.A., Minister of Camden Chapel, Cambvr. 
well, and late Fellow and Tutor of St. Peter’s College, Cambridsr 
London, 1834. 


Through the columns of a newspaper, the American reader has ha‘ 
an occasional notice of the distinguished clergyman, whose name bea: 
this article. Asa pulpit orator, Mr. Melville is now one among the most 
popular and attractive ministers of the English Church. This volum 
of his sermons has gone through two editions in London, as far back as 
1834, and we know not if any American publisher has yet given tem t 
the public. The volume now in our hands was ordered from England 
by a friend, to whose kindness we are indebted for the gratification its 

erusal has afforded. There are twelve sermons, all of them on subjects 
highly interesting to a Christian reader, and every inquirer after trut). 
The views of Mr. Melville will be found, in many respects, striking and 
original ; his power of thought uncommon; his style equal, and well 
sustained throughout these discourses. The sincere Christian will fin: 
in them much to delight and improve his heart; the self-righteous an 
captious professor, some things to humble and rebuke him; and the man 
of the world will see clearly and eloquently illustrated, that there 1s 
danger like that of losing his soul; and that the world is but a po 
acquisition, when he has bartered for it his hopes of heaven. We ¥! 
not, however, detain the reader, by any further introductory remarks © 
our own, but proceed, by giving some extracts from the sermons them: 
selves. We give, from pages 40,41, a good illustration of the unity” 
the Church militant, and the Church triumphant; it is taken from the 
second sermon, entitled, Christ the Minister of bis Church : 
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“The most correct and simple idea appears to be, that, inasmuch as 
Christ is the high priest of all who believe upon his name, and inasmuch 
as believers make up his Church, the whole company of the faithful 
constitute that tabernacle of which he is here asserted the minister. If 
we adopt this interpretation, we may trace a fitness and accuracy of ex- 
sression which can scarcely fail to assure us of its justice. The Jewish 
hb ee Nabernacle, unquestionably typical of the Christian Church, consisted 
», [EF © of the outer part and the inner; the ong open to the ministrations of in- 
: — © ferior priests, the other to those of the high priest alone. Thus the 
Church, always one body, whatever the dispersion of its members, is 
partly upon earth, where Christ's ambassadors officiate, partly in 
: > heaven, where Christ himself is present. St. Paul, referring to their 
D- > Church as a household, describes Christ Jesus as him “ of whom the 
at ) whole family in heaven and earth is named ;’’ intimating, that it was no 
> interference with the unity of this family, that some of its members re- 
i BE © sided above, whilst others remained as warriors and sufferers below. So 





e — © that, in considering Christ’s Church as the tabernacle with its holy 
e, ® place, and its holy of holies—the first on earth, the second in heaven— 
 — © we adhere most rigidly to the type, and at the same time, preserve har- 


mony with other representations of Scripture.” 

In the same sermon, the following striking passage occurs: ‘“* Now it 
is of first-rate importance that we consider Christ as withdrawn only 
from the eye of sense, and therefore present as truly, after a spiritual 
+ manner, with his Church, as when in the day of humiliation he moved 
~ visibly upon earth. The lapse of time has brought no interruption of his 
parting promise to the Apostles, ‘ Lo I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.’ He has “ys by keeping up a succession of 
men who derived authority in unbroken series, from the first teacher of 
the faith, for the continued preaching of his word and administration of 
his sacraments. And thus he hath been all along the great minister 
ofhis Church; delegating indeed power to inferior ministers, who “ have 
the treasure in earthen vessels,” but superintending their appointment 
as the universal Bishop, and evangelizing, so to speak, his vast diocese 
through their instrumentality. We contend, that you have no true idea 
of a Church, unless you thus recognise in its ordinances, not merely the 
instiiution of Christ, but his actual and energizing presence. You have 
no right, when you sit down ia the sanctuary, to regard the individual 
who addresses you, as a mere public speaker delivering an harangue 
which has precisely so much worth as it may draw from its logic and its 
language. He is an ambassador from the great Head of the Church, 
and derives an authority from this head, which is quite independent of 
his own worthiness, If Christ remain always the minister of his Church, 
Christ is to be looked at through his ‘ministering servant whoever shall 
visibly officiate. And though there be a great deal preached, in which 
you cannot recognize the voice of the Saviour; and though the Sacra- 
meuts be administered by hands which seem impure enough to sully 
their sanctity; yet can we venture to assert that no man, who keeps 
Christ steadfastly in view as the ‘ minister of the true tabernacle,’ will 
ever fail to derive profit from a sermon and strength from a communion. 
he grand evil is, that men ordinarily lose their chief minister in the 
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inferior, and determine beforehand, that they cannot be advantags: 
unless the inferior be modelled exactly to their own pattern. hp, 
regard the speaker simply as a man, and not at all as a messenzer. Y; 
the ordained preacher is a messenger, a messenger from the God of the 
whole earth. His mental capacity may be weak—that is nothing, jj, 
speech may be contemptible—that is nothing. His knowledge may}, 
circumscribed—we say not that is nothing. But we say, that why, 
ever the man’s qualifications, he should rest upon his office. And y, 
hold it the business of a congregation, if they hope to find profit in 1), 
public duties of the Sabbath, to cast away those personal consideratig, 
which may have to do with the officiating individual, and to fix stea¢. 
fastly their thoughts on the office itself. Whoever preaches, a congy. 
gation would be profited if they sat down in the temper of Cornelius an; 
his friends, ‘ now therefore, are we al] here present before Gud, to hex 
all things that are commanded thee of God.’ ” 

We consider this extract in perfect conformity with the 26th Artic) 
of our beloved Church, and we could sincerely wish the minds of bo: 
clergy and laity were imbued with such sentiments. Mr. Melville ja J 
taken a sound and philosophic view ot the duties of Christians in tix 
particular, and we think had we time and space, we could demonstrate 
(inductively if requisite,) that it is the absence of such views in the op 
nions of too many, which has led to dissent, schism, and infidelity. Ere 
is progressive, one slip into it is but an introduction to another. We 
do not mean to say, that if clergy and laity would always bear in remen. 
brance that ministers were the servants of the Most High, and that virtwy 
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officti their teachings were to be respected, that all error would be absev: 
from the Church, for in so arguing we would violate both Scripture ani J 
reason; but we do maintain, that reformation would be made in th J 
Church, by the Church, and that error would not be extensive or per J - 
manent. (Matt. xxviii. 20.) At least we would escape most of the —— ; 
fruits incident to schism. What harmony would prevail ; how vast th J 
increase of righteousness, if ministers would consent to give up theirow J 7 | 
peculiar views, when in violation of the principles of the Church, and ‘ | 
consent to act according as her wisdom directs, and not their discretion’ HR ~ |; 
and how much more of holiness, how much more of peace, how much FR 
more of charity, how much more of humility would abound, if our coo J |}; 
gregations sat down in the temper of Cornelius and his friends, under BR a 
the instruction of their ministers, and were at all times, and on al! occ 0 
sions, ready to say “ now therefore are we,all here present before God c 
to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.” b 
In the same sermon we find the following eloquent description of the n 
character of the intercession : “‘ We wish you to understand thorough’) A 
the nature of Christ’s intercession. When Rome had thrown from bet p 
the warrior who had led his countrymen to victory, and galled a cr 
fretted the proud spirit of her boldest hero; he, driven onward by & M) 
demon of revenge, gave himself as a leader where before he had bee? + oO 
conqueror, and taking a hostile banner into his passionate grasp, he aded b 
the foes who sought to subjugate the land of his nativity. Ye remem" ce 
it may be, how intercession saved the city. The mother bowed before th 


the son, and Coriolanus, vanquished by tears, subdued by plaints, lei 
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tol unscathed by battle. Here is a precise instance of what men 
count successful intercession. But there is no analogy between this in- 
tercession, and the intercession of Christ. Christ, intercedes with 
But the intercession is the throwing down his cross on the 
crystal floor of heaven, and thus proffering his atonement to satisfy the de- 


4 mand. Oh, it is not the intercession of burning tears, nor of balt-choked 


> utterance, nor of thrilling speech. It is the intercession of a broken 


body, and of gushing blood ; of death, of passion, of obedience. It is the 


” intercession of a giant leaping into the gap, and filling it with his colossal 


4 stature, and covering, as with a rampart of flesh, the defenceless camp 


~ ofthe outcasts. So that, not by the touching words and gestures of sup- 


i 





plication, but by the resistless deeds and victories of Calvary, the cap- 
tain of our sa!vation intercedes : pleading, not as a petitioner who 


7 would move compassion, but rather as a conqueror who would claim 


his trophies.”’ ; 
We extract the following, of the same sermon, as a beautiful view of 


Christ, the minister of the Church in Heaven: “ And if Christ minister 


’ tothe Church below, by discharging the office of preacher or instructor, 


who shall doubt*that he may also thu? minister to the Church above ? 
We have already referred to a passage of St. Peter, which speaks of 
Christ as ha¥ing ‘ preached to the spirits.’ We enter not into the con- 
troversies On this passage. But it gives, we think, something of foun- 
dation to the opinion, that whilst his body was in the sepulchre, Christ 
preached to spirits in the separate state, opening up to them, probably, 
these mysteries of redemption, into which, even angels before time, had 
vainly striven to look. .The kings, and the prophets, and the righteous 
mev who desired to see the things which apostles saw, and had not seen 
them, and to hear the things which they heard, and had not heard them, 
—unto these, it may be, Christ brought a glorious roll of intelligence ; 
and we can imagine him standing in the midst of a multitude, which no 
man can number, who had all gone down to the chambers of death, with 
but indistinct and far off glimpses of the promised Messiah, and ex- 
plaining to the eager assembly, the beauty, and the stability, of that de- 
liverance which he had just wrought out, through obedience and blood- 
shedding. And, oh, there must then have gone forth, a tide of the very 
loftiest gladness, throgeh the listening crowds of the separate state ; 
and then, perhaps for the first time, admiration and ecstacy summoning 
out the music, was heard that anthem whose rich peal rolls down the 
coming eternity, ‘ worthy, worthy, worthy is the lamb,’ Then, it may 
be for the ie a Adam embrace all the magnificence of the pro- 









mise, that the the woman should bruise the serpent’s head ; and 
Abraham unde how the well-being of t#® human population de- 
pended upon one that should spring from his own loins ; and David as- 
certain all the meahing of mysterious strainsy which, as prefiguring 
Messiah, he had swt Soom the harp-strings. Then, too, the long train 
of Aaron’s line, who had stood at the altar, and slain _the victims, and 
burnt the incense, almost weighed down by a ritual, the import of whose 
ceremonies was but indistinctly made known; then, it may be, were 
they suddenly and sublimely taught the power of every figure, and the 
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expressiveness of every rite; whilst the noble company of prophe:, 
holy men who ‘spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 
who, wrapped into the future, uttered much which only the fy 
could develope ; these, as though starting froin the sleep of ages, spy, 
into the ceutre of that gorgeous panorama of truth, which they }., 
been commissioned to outline, but over whose spreadings there had be, : 
rested the ¢loud and the mist; and Isaiah thiilled at the glories o; 
own saying, ‘unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given;’ ; 
Hosea grasped all the mightiness of the declaration which he 
poured forth, whilst denouncing the apostasies of Samaria, ‘ O LD 
I will be thy plagues ; O Grave, I will be thy destruction.’ ” 

What delightful anticipations to the pious mind, does the 
lowing, convey: “ We know but little of the ‘condition of sey. : 


rate spirits; but we know assuredly, from the witness of St. Pav! gz 
that they are ‘ present with the Lord.” Whatever the dwelling-place ) 
which they tenant, whilst awaiting the magnificent things Ol a resur. ; | 
rection, the glorified humanity of the Saviour is amongst them, and they g 
are privileged to hold immed:ate communings with their head. Thu i 
the preacher, the mighty expounder of the w:ll and ‘purposes of th : 
Father, moves to and fro, through the admiring throng, and the souls «: | 
those who have loved and served the Redeemer upon éarth, are : | 
sooner delivered from the flesh, than they stand in the presence of the: g 
illustrious being, who spake as ‘ never man spake.’ Is-he silent! Wa § | 
it only in the day of humiliation, and in the hour of trouble, that he had : 
instruction to impart and Jessons to convey, and deep and glorious s- . i 
crets to open up to the faithful ? He who described himself as actus’ ) s | 
‘ straitened’ while upon earth, who had many things to say which }s . | 
hearers could not bear—think ye, that in a nobler scene, and with spin g 
before him, all whose faculties have been wondrously enlarged « 5 
sublimed, he delivers not the homilies of a mightier teaching, and leads | 
not on his people to loftier heights of knowledge, and broader views:' JR 
truth ¢ Ob we cannot but believe, that the glorified Redeemer co- J 
verses—though thought cannot scan such mysterious and miestic co st 
verse—with those blessed beings who have washed their robes and mae JR 


them white in his blood; that he unfolds to them the wonders o! rc 
demption ; and teaches them the magnificence of God» and sprews 
out to their contemplation the freight of splendour wherewith the se 
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Advent is charged ; and carries them to Pisgah’s top, whence they |  ( 
down upon the landscapes, burning with the purple and the gold, act | 
which they shall pass when attired in the livery o resurrection— 
thus making the place Cgeperate spits a Church, h If the preacher, . 
immortality his text. ea, when we think on the countless points” g 
difference, and debate between men who, in equal sincerity, love ' , 
Lord Jesus; when we’ observe how these, who alike place all te" 
hopes on the mediator, hold opposite opinions on many doctrines; * 
when we yet further remember that a long life-time of study and pm)" 
leaves half the Bible unexplored: there is palpably so much to be & 
zavelled, so much to be elucidated, so much to be learned, that we © ( 
suppose the Redeemer, day by day—if days there be where the * : 
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never sets—imparting fresh intelligence to the enraptured assembly 
and causing new gladness to go the round of the crowded ranks, as he 
expounds the difficulty, and justifies the ways of God to man.” 

[To be Continued.) 


4n Appeal for Female Education on Christian Principles ; with a Pros- 
P clus of St Mary's Hall, Green Bank:, Burlington, New-Jersey. 


This is a very sensible, interesting, beautiful quarto publication, 
adurned with a frontispiece which speaks to the heart, prepared 
with taste, and printed with fair type, and on the best paper, worthy in 
every respect, (from its subject, Christian female education ; its pur- 
pose, to lavite patronage for such an object ; Its arguments; its senti- 
ments; its elegant style ; and its appearance ;) to have a place on, and 
‘f need be, to exclude other books from, the centre-table of the draw- 
ing-room ; and more—to be reflected on often, and seriously. Our 
Church has done too little for education. For many years, she seems 
to have overlooked the great subject, and directed her counsels, and 
efforts, and resources, to objects important indeed, but not more so than 
the care of the young. And yet, she had before her, the example of our 
mother Church in Great britain to instruct and animate her, and the 
early proceedings, the constant vigilance, the persevering efforts, the 
wrincely muvificence of other denominations in our own land, on this 
subject, to shame her into imitation, But we hope a better day is dawn- 
ing upon us. Something has been done, though much remains to be 
done. The success of our Theological Seminary will, we trust, invite 
liberality in favour of seminaries for the education of our youth in gen- 
eral. The decisive and repeated exhortations of our Bishops, on this 
point, will, we trust, lead to proper action. The colleges, Washington, 
Kenyon and Geneva, the Episcopal School in North-Carolina, and last, 
though by no means least, the admirable Christian institute at Flushing, 
will, we hope, be liberally patronized, and similar institutions, adequate 
to the wants of our young males, will rise up and flourish in every di- 
ocese. Coevally, or subsequently, or primarily, for we think the order 
of time unimportant, we hope to see also, seminaries for the young 
Jemales of our Church, and of other denominations who choose to avail 
themselves of the great advantages of uniting sagred with secular stu- 
dies. To recommend the founding of such seminaries, aud to induce 
parents to give them a decided preference, not only to the fashionable 
female schools, in which manners and accomplishments are cultivated 
at the expense of solid acquirements, but also to those unexceptionable 
as to intellectual training, but proscriptive or negligent as it respects the 
care of the soul, it will be only necessary to read att»ntively the work 
before us. Christian teaching in our colleges, academies and schools, 
or the union of sacred and secular teaching, its vast importance, is here 
ably treated, as it is in reference to males more particularly, in the pros- 
pectus of Rev. Dr. Muhlenbergh’s institute, of the North-Carolina Epis- 
copal School, and in much earlier addresses to the Convention of South- 
Carolina, by theirdiacesan. As it respects a Christian /emale seminary, 
Wwe are glad to find our Church likely to be ia advance of other denomi- 
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nations in our land, except the Romanists and the Moravians. T},:. 
sagacity and prompt action have long since been up and doing, and with 
effect on this subject. The schools at Bethlehem and Salem no one ea» 
visit, without being favorably impressed, not only with the design, jy; 
the execution, and the present writer knows children of the member; ,; 
our Church, whose religious character has been much benefited by ti, 
lessons and usages of the Moravians, which are well known to be neay', 
conformed to those of the P. E. Church; for example, they hold :); 
doctrines of episcopacy, and universal redemption, call the Sundays |, 
the same names, observe most of our fasts and festivals, and use ; 
form of prayer. They attach also great importance to “ bringing yp 
children in the nurture of the Lord,” in contradistinction from those 
who think conversion isto be brought about wholly by exciting the fee’. 
ings. They who prefer, or cannot have, any other than public edy. 
cation for their foi ond will, we trust, look out for such as ar 
Christian in instruction and discipline, and their regulations generally. 
But home is the sphere of woman, and we hesitate not to declare , 
decided preference for education there for females, if it can be had: 
next, for a day school rather than a boarding one ; and for this latter, in 
the neighbourhood of the parents or guardians, rather than one at , 
distance from them. The reasons are obvious. No one can, or ough: 
to be, so interested in the soul’s health of a child, as the parent, and nex: 
to him the sponsor. And the divine wisdom has specially commited 
to the parent, the training of his children for virtue and heaven. But 
if daughters will, or from peculiar circumstances must, be sent abroad, 
to a boarding-school, we hesitate not to say, they will look in vain for 
one under so good auspices, as it respects its well-digested plan, its 
patron, its very worthy head and chaplain, and all essential particulars, 
as “St. Mary’s Hall, Green Bank, Burlington.” Long may it, 
“Stand dressrd in living green,” 
And have a green old age. 

We embrace the opportunity to enrich our pages with the following 
extracts: “ It is to the want of early re/izious training, then, that we dis 
tinctly refer the comparative failure of the Christian religion, to accom 
plish in us the purpose for which, it is, not only given, but perfectly 
adapted.”” We go forther, the existence of heathenism, or false rel'gion, 
in general may be distinctly traced to negligence of the souls of chi: 
dren, for if the first men had carefully imparted religious knowledge ‘ 
the next generation, and that to the succeeding, and so on, it woud 
never have been lost, but be now universal. 

“ The religion, says Bishop Jebb, which is taken up after the char 
ter is formed, is commonly attained with pain and difficulty; it 5% 
more in it of the task-master, than of the companion and the tnen-. 
Hence it is that the Christianity, the sincere Christianity of many Wo" 
thy and valuable persons is, too often, gloomy and repulsive.” * * ““ 
our Bishops would so far imitate those of the Church of Rome, as to 
Seminaries under their care, how much greater would be their 1° 
ence! And, such is the confidence felt in our Bishops, that any schools 
under their supervision, will be filled to overflowing.” * * “ Let us 
member, that salvation does not come as a matter of course ; that ep 
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ism, though administéred to them once, and long since, is never past, 
always lives in them asa blessing, or as a burden.” * * “ The education 
of females should be, as nearly as possible, domestic. If it were possible 
no daughter should be educated out of the shadow of the 
parental roof. Whaté¥er may be said of the other sex, home is the 
congenial atmosphere of woman; and better than all teachers, for fe- 
usle children, is the gentle, prudent, pious mother. But it may not 


always be so, For various reasons, many girls will always be sent 
abroad to receive their education. The next best thing to their own 


native fireside, is to prepare a home for them—to supply to them, as 


- nearly as may be, the dear, domest*c influences—to institute anew, so far 


Oy (ebte < 
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as nature will permit, the parental relation—to give them, in a word, ano- 
ther father and another mother. To this end, the first consideration has 
been the formation of the domestic establishment of the Institution.” * * 
“And the great end desired for each of them will be, her fitness to adorn 
and bless, as daughter, sister, wife or mother, that one sweet, sheltered 
spot, the native nesting-place of woman, and her own peculiar empire, 


 herhome.” * * It will enjoy the benefit of constant and immediate 
Episcopal supervision. Its worship, whether in the Chapel or in the 


parish Church, will be of kindred character ; and divine service will be 


- attended, not only on the Lord’s day, but on all the festivals and fasts 





of the Christian year. ‘ The doctrines, constitution, and liturgy of the 
Church” will be subjects of constant and diligent instruction. Prepa- 
ration for the apostolic ordinance of confirmation, as indeed for the aad 
reception of both the sacraments, will be kept constantly in view.” * * 
“ Provision is made, and will be continued, for the entirely gratuitous 
support and instruction of one scholar in every ten, making application as the 
daughter of a clergyman of the Church, deceased ; or, if living, in neces- 
sitous circumstances.” 

We regret that we have been compelled to make ourquotations fewer 
and more brief than we wished. The “ Prospectus’ will be left at the 
office, for the inspection of the public ; and that this very important un- 
dertaking may be encouraged by the very moderate pecuniary assist- 
ance it asks, and by the preference of the guardians of those among us, 
who are to seek their education abroad, is our sincere wish. We know 
that some similar attempts have failed, because the projected school 
was to be wholly dependent for its maintenance, on the tuition money, 
and because the teachers doubted the interest of Episcopalians on the 
subject, and feared the loss of non-episcopal pupils. But St. Mary’s 
will, we hope, have pecaniary help if necessary, and we know its found- 
ers will have patience and courage to carry out their principles, and to 
make a Protestant Episcopal Female Seminary of high character the 
subject of a fair experiment. 


Sunday School Visiter, March, 1837.—This periodical ought to be 
taken by all the teachers in our Sunday Schools, who can afford to do 
so, and after reading it, they should loan it to those who cannot sub- 
scribe for it. To invite their attention to it, as well as that of parents, 
‘ponsors, school masters and mistresses, and they in general who are 


friendly to Christian education, we publish the following extracts, with 
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a few remarks : “ We shall see the value of this instruction to the you, 
in a parochial point of view, if we call to our thoughts that they are 
to occupy the stations which we now hold. The lapse of time wil], 
the mature into the seats of age—the aged into the silence of the toy 
and the slight and active forms which {litter amongst us in the hee 
lessness of chil: thood, taking their stations in the seats of influence, 
give the tone and character to our community. Let us aim to p 
them wiser, better and holier, than ourselves—more deeply imbued 
the spirit of piety—more richly adorned with the garments of holines.— 
more firmly wedded to the cause of God, and of his Church.” * * « ‘A 
where now is this once timid and reluctant teacher? ‘ Walking be: 
the Lord in the light of the living ;” “ kneeling with th» faithful ar; 
sacred altar; a zealous, consistent, self-sacrificing Christian ; in re 

as in profession, a child of God, and an assured inheritor of the hing 
of heaven. Can it be otherwise than beneficial to a parish to he 
within it an institution promotive of such a result as this ! Can it 
otherwise than beneficial to a parish to have within it a body of 
thus actually consecrated, and successively consecrating themse 7 
God? Can it be otherwise than useful to have so many persons hu 
and unostentatiously aiding their pastor in pouring religious know); 
into the mind of ignorance ; leading the lambs of the fold to the cer 
Shepherd; moulding and swaying some hundreds of immortal s) 
for eternity ; carrying the light and consolations of the Gospel to t 2 
parents’ darkness and moral wretchedness; and all prompted by: : 
single desire of promoting the glory of God and the good of men!” * * ‘ 
“The great Dr. Boerhave was always unmoved by any _provocat 
though the practice of medicine is by no means well calculated : 
soothe the nerves. Upon being asked how he obtained such a mas 
over himself, he stated that ‘ he was naturally quick of resentment; 
that he had, by daily prayer and meditation, at length attained to 
mastery over himself.’ The evils of a marriage on the part of aC 
tian with an unbeliever, are well set forth in an article, p. 92, as' 
are more fully in a work now rarely met with, by the celebrate d Det 
entitled “ Reli; gious Courtship.” The expression “ terminated + 
encc”’ is incorrect. It should be, terminated life, or earthly course. 
page 97, there are some remarks seemingly disparaging one’s 0% 
pastor, and encouraging application to another minister. Such a cour 
would be uncanonical, and it was not intended, we are sure, to re 
mend it, or to intimate that consent to interfere with a brother mus 
ter’ $ parochial charge would be proper. While adverting to this me 
gazine for teachers, we take occasion to invite their attention to som 
excellent prayers, to be used at their meetings, which being pou 
only in the /atest edition of the “ Office of devotion for Sunday Scliov-s 
may have been ove: looked. 











The Children’s Magazine, March, 1837.—This instructive, (in reliz 
chiefly, but not exclusively) interesting, delightful little monthily, is 2 
as generally taken or read, as it deserves to be. Again to invite att 
tion to it, we remark, that the editors are very happy in their illostt 
tions, and vindications, original and selected, of holy Scripture, apd 1 
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ig the moral virtues. These quotations will confirm our remark : 
« At present the honey bee swarms in myriads in the noble groves and 
forests that skirt and intersect the prairies... It seems to me as if these 
beautiful regions answer literally to the description of the land of pro- 
mise, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey 7 for the rich pasturage of 
the prairies is calculated to sustain herds of cattle as countless as the 
sands upon the sea-shore; while the flowers with which they are ena- 
melled render them a very paradise for the nectar-seeking bee.” A 
jece of honey-comb is the bait or lure for the wild bees. “ The hunters 
watcbed attentively the course they took ; and then set off in the same 
direction, stumbling. along over twisted roots and fallen trees, with their 
eyes turned up to the sky. In this way they traced the honey-laden 
bees to their hive.” If it be asked how is it that the hills of Palestine 
so steep, aud stony, and sterile now, were formerly so fertile, this little 
book replies, “‘ flat terraces walled upon the side of rocky hills, received 
and retained the rich soil put on them, and there flourished the olive 
and the vine,” &c. The story, p. 61, reminds the child that “a good 
man is merciful to his east,” and what lovely traits of love for. one’s 
father and mother are these : “ L have been looking for violets, and may- 
flowers, and roses; and now, while our father and mother are still 
asleep, I will scatter them upon their bed; then the sweet smell will 
awaken them, and they will find themselves covered with flowers.”’ “As 
our father sat upon our hill and looked around, as he often does, * how 
pleasant,’ he said, ‘if there were a little arbour here, in which we could 
sit! [heard what he said, but took no notice; bat early before the 
first peep of the sun, I went there and built an arbour, and had the long 
hazel twigs around it. Come and see it, sister; it is finished; but do 
uot mention it till he himself finds it out. Ah, how pleased he will be !” 


—<g— 
SELECTIONS. 


JUSTIFICATION AND WORKS. 
. [From Walter's Lectures. ] 





The cause of our salvation is the merits and sufferings of our Saviour, 
by which he purchased our redemption. Our strenuous exertions to 
obey and love him are the conditions on which we shall be allowed to 
take advantage of the mercies which he holds out to us. 

_ The assistance of a familiar illustration will, I trust, make this very 
important distinction intelligible to you. 

Suppose the governmeut of this country should reward the services 
ofan able general with large territorial grants in one of its colonies ; 
suppose also, that being desirous of encouraging the growth of some 
particular production of that colony, they should make the grant condi- 
t mal, and insert a clause, that the heirs of said general should only hold 
the estate by the tenure, of producing in the king’s courts, a certificate 
that two acres of ground, at least, had been that yéar devoted to the pro- 
duction required in that deed of grant. Now surely, any descendant 
of that general would be thought to use very incorrect language, if he 
should boast that his estate was to continue in his hands for his merit, in 
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annually cultivating two acres with the prescribed production. Hy 
would immediately be told, that is the condition, indeed, on which yoy 
hold your land; but the cause of your riches is the valor of your ancestor 
On the other hand, should he foolishly neglect to comply with the cop. 
dition, he would be told, at once, that he had thrown away all claim 1) 
the estate. 

Just so, God bas been pleased to make us an offer of “ glory, honor. 
and immortality,” for Christ’s sake. Desiring also the propagation of 
virtue, as best harmonizing with his own pure and perfect nature, and 
as most productive of happiness amongst his creatures, he has made oy; 
endeavours after perfect virtue, the condition on which we are allowed 
to take hold of his most gracious offer. 

It is both presumption and ingratitude to Christ, to speak or think of 
heavenly rewards, as if they were due to us as a matter of right for our 
own merits. It is the height of folly to think that salvation will be be. 
stowed upon us if we neglect goud works, the indispensable condition of 
the offer. 

This is the great, the vital doctrine of Christianity, by which it is dis. 
tinguished from mere natural religion. 

Uninspired philosophy might lead us to discover the existence of g 
God, a might enable us to draw up rules for moral practice, and t 
prove, with tolerable certainty, the necessity of complying with those 
rules. But Christianity alone will teach us, in the words of our Saviour, 
to say, even when we shall have done ail those things which are con- 
manded us, we are unprofitable servants; we have done that which was 
our duty to do.” Nothing short of an immediate revelation from heaven 
could assure us that for those transgressions, of which even the most 

rfect must be sometimes guilty, satisfaction has been made by the s2- 
crifice of our blessed Redeemer; that Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many ; and that unto them that look for him shall he appear 


the second time, without sin, unto salvation. 


CONFIRMATION. 

I think there is no one arrangement in our Churchythat more em 
nently shows that it was founded in wisdom, than ‘this. It is not be- 
cause men do not mean to attend to the work of their salvation, but 
because they are continually putting it off, that so many perish i 
their sins. By the arrangements referred to, at stated seasons, once 4 
year or oftener, the chief pastor—who is appointed to visit all the 
Churches and care for all the souls in his diocese—cumes to 4 
particular congregation with the view of seeing who, in that Church are 
ready to give up their names to Christ as his people. He comes, as the 
ambassador of the Lord—and he comes to ask them in the name of bis 
divine Master, why they will not now come out boldly on his side. | 
they refuse to do so, he will be a witness against them at the judgme™ 
bar. An apportunity is at his visit offered for making a public pro!e> 
sion of religion. ‘The bishop comes for the very purpose of seeing whe 
is ready to make this profession. Every person who has not taken 
upon him the vows of the covenant, has now to decide either jor © 
against Christ. The appeal is made to every such one, and every one 
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esor no. Confirmation thus brings men toa point: and if all 
ae cok thie ordinance that can be by a faithful Sidion, and none are 
admitted to receive it but such as give decided evidence of true piety, it 
will prove to every parish a blessing of a very high and exalted cha- 
racter.—J. A. Clark. 





SPECIOUS PIETY. 
[From the Gambier Observer. ] 


Any man who observes, must be struck with one thing—that the 
piety of a large portion of professed Christians, is a piety of the ima- 
gination, @ piety of the feelings, a piety of the intellect, a piety of any 
thing rather than of the Aeart. It is not of that pure, fervent, deep, and 
simple character which only can endure. It blazes forth in rapture at 
the religious meeting, but the lamp lacks oil, and it soon goes out, leav- 
ing nothing behind it but a vapour which offends, to tell that it once 


- was a shining light; it melts into tears at the preaching of the word, 


but those very tears seem but to blind the eyes when duty leads to the 
doing of the word : it feels the heart sad and wounded at some tale of 
sorrow, but when the time for visiting the sick and the afflicted arrives, 
the wounded heart ztse/f claims the sympathy and attention which ought 
to have been bestowed upon the distress which first affected it. It is of 
the same stamp as was her piety of whom Crabbe says, 


“ She knew that mothers sighed, and widows wept; 
And she was sorry, said her prayers and—slept.” 


POETRY. 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


NOTES ON A SERMON. 
«“ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world.” 


So spake the herald—look abroad and see, 

No greater prophet walked the earth than he; 
Yetlo! he points us to one mightier far, 

The Lamb of God, the bright and morning star ! 
Whom, in dim vision, Abraham adored, 

Great David's son, yet David's greater Lord! 
Before whose throne, the brightest seraph's bow, 
And angels veil their faces: see him now, 
Admire the meekness of his humble birth ; 

He dwelt not with the great ones of the earth ; 
Among the poor, he drew his earliest breath ; 
And having loved his own, loved them to death. 
See in what guise Immanuel deigns to come ! 
The Lord of heaven has not on earth a home. 
Follow him, step by step, till thou hast seen, 
Despised of men, the lowly Nazarene 

With bitter tauntings to the judgment borne ; 
Behold his purple robe, his crown of thorn ! 
And is it thus, the king of men is crowned! . 
What hath he done? Is evil in him found? 

His very judge had fain unloosed his bands, 
And from such innocent blood preserved his hands. 
Who to his foes such prisoner gave up t 
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Religious Intelligence. 


One who hath eat his bread, and shared his cup— 
But yet a sharper pang his spirit tries, 
One hath betrayed, a dearer one denies: 
His own familiar friend with whom he walked, 
As with a brother in sweet counsel talked ! 
Oh! who had borne in meekness such a load! 
Who could have borne it, save the Lamb of God? 
Had some archangel, from his home on high, 
Beheld our lost estate with pitying eye, 
What service could he pay, what path pursue, 
Whose highest efforts were already due? 
What sacrifice could all our sins atone, 
And ransom many with the blood of one ? 
Behold the Lamb of God! the king ye sought! 
The Shiloh, him of whom the prophets taught, 
Who your Creator was, your leas is! 
Yet, was there ever sorrow like to his! 
Follow amid the throng, and hear how he 
The women’s tears reproves, ‘‘ Weep not for me, 
But for yourselves and children weep, on whom 
A day of fearful vengeance soon shall come.” 
Pause thou not yet—behold on Calvary 
The Son of God, nailed to the shameful tree! 
Yet, even in death, the sinless victim proves 
His watchful care for those whom still he loves 
To that repentant sufferer, hear him say, 
** Be thou with me in paradise to day :” 
Behold what bitter pangs his soul assail, 
As all his comfort seems at last to fail, 
a God, es God, why hast thou left me now 7” 
W hat weight can thus his very spirit bow ? 
The burden of a whole world’s sin and woe, 
That we, his foes, might forth in freedom go— 
And hear his pitying prayer for them who slew, 
‘* Father forgive. they know not what they do”— 
Then join the faithful few, who stand to weep, 
As calmly sinks his weary soul to sleep. 
O Thou, whose wisdom formed such bless’d design, 
Thine be the praise, and all the glory thine ! 
Wash these polluted souls from every stain, 
Nor be such precious ransom paid in vain. 
Ev’n though the world forsake thee, grant that we 
With faithful hearts thy sacrifice may see ; 
And when at last this earth to earth is given, 
Receive us, Lord, to dwell with thee in heaven.” 


Good Friday, 24th March. y. 
—_—_—=—S 0 — 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Our Own Affairs—Extract of a letter from a venerable Clergyman: 
“‘T have received the Gospel Messenger for March, and am happy 
find that the form of it is not to be changed : an octavo form is certainly 
the best, and its monthly appearance adds to its durability : for wee!’ 
publications are apt to get lost. I have heard the Gospel Messenzet 
objected to, as being severe upon other religious denominations; bit 
I challenge any periodical to compare with it for mildness. Whe? 
truth is objected to error in calm expressions, it ought never to be stig: 
matized as harsh. Our clergy have always said, we will not attack ow? 


opposers, but we will strive to defend ourselves when attacked.” 
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Diocesan Convention of South-Carolina.—The stated annual session is 
) to be opened at Columbia, on Wednesday, the 3d May. We know of 
no extraordinary business that will come before the meeting ; but as to 
its transactions generally, that there be no error, no omission, every 
member of our Convention should be interested, and therefore will not 
' neglect to give the “Council of his Church” the advantage of his earnest 
‘ »rayers. We invite the attention of our Clergy, to the following rubric, 
passed at the last General Convention: “‘ During the Session of any 
(jeneral or Diocesan Convention, the above prayer, (viz., the Prayer for 
Convention,) may be used by all congregations of this Church, or of the 
diocese concerned, the clause ‘ here assembled’ being changed to ‘ now 
assembled in thy name and presence,’ and the clause ‘ govern us in our 
present work,’ to ‘govern them in their present work.’’’ The same 
Convention resolved, “‘ That the said prayer and rubric be inserted at 
the end of the prayers for several occasions. Tis, we regret to notice, 
has not been done, at least in all late edittons of the Prayer-book, for 
in one now before us, we find the prayer is placed just before the 
office of institution. 

Missionary Lecture, —It was delivered at the appointed time, (in April,) 
aud place, and the amount collected was $14.75. 


Trinity Church, Edgefield—The following indeed painful intelli- 
gence, is from the Edgetield Advertiser : 
- “ We were visited last night (April5,) by a storm of unusual violence. 
The destruction of fences, the uprooting of trees, the falling of chimneys, 
- and other injuries, attest its influence in our village. But by far the great- 
est damage was sustained by the Episcopal Church. That beautiful and 
| tasty edifice is almost entirely destroyed. About half of the roof has 
fallen in, involving in the ruins the beautiful chandelier, the lamps, the 
' pulpit, &c., and so injuring the walls that we fear the entire building is 
~ lost. We are glad to add, that the organ which has just been placed 
' in the Church, is saved.” 






Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—In the Spirit of Missions for April, the Missionary at New- 
Urleans writes: ‘* ] expect to remain here next summer. All my friends 
urge my leaving in June, to return in November. This was a matter 
which I took into consideration, in deciding upon my settlement here. 
| do not think any one should take a parochial cure here, unless he de- 
termines to remain throughout the year. Of course I shall not abandon 
my post. And I stay without fear. Indeed, I should fear to run away, 
lest I should be shot as a deserter. I shall enter upon the acclimating 
process with strong confidence in the divine protection. “And lose your 
lite for your temerity,” say my timid friends ; to which | reply—* Well, 
if it please God. The path of duty is the path of safety, and death is 
not the worst of evils.” To a Missionary in Persia, “ The English 
gentleman remarked, that it was no small consideration for a mis- 
sionary to waste perhaps thirty years in one field, when in another 
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he might have been most usefully employed.” ‘“ The debts (writes), 
editor, for domestic missions) of this department, at the beginning ,; 
the present quarter, (April Ist,) are greater also than they were on :}, 
ist of July last, by about $3,500: so that the expenditures have ey. 
ceeded the receipts in the time above mentioned, about $4,500. Sho, , 
the same ratio, between these items, continue to the end of the {isc 
year, this excess will be swelled to about $6,000. These are pjyi; 
facts, to which we would invite the serious attention of every friend of 
missions. The Domestic Committee, as the agents of the Church {, 
this department of her missionary operations, relying upon the Missiop. 
ary spirit which is diffusing itself through the Church, and acting up 
a knowledge of the wants to which they have been appointed to mip. 
ister, have been, from their first organization, and still are, enlarging 
their operations; so that their expenditures, at the present time, are 
the rate of about $30,000 per annum. From the very nature of the 
trust confided to them, ms the urgent importance with which it cop. 
stantly presents itself, these expenditures must continue to increase.” 
We do uot see the propriety of causing the future expenses to increase, 
when the deficiency is so great as above stated. On the contrary, i 
seems to us, we say it with due deterence, that the committee ought 10: 
to anticipate the funds if it can possibly be avoided. Societies, like 
individuals, must be deemed imprudent, who spend their income /v. 
fore they get it. Living upon credit is too much the fashion of the 
times, and we hope our society will not encourage so ruinous a mode 
of proceeding. ‘Owe no man any thing,” is a Scriptural maxim. The 
monthly receipts reported are, for domestic missions, $1,268, of whici, 
from South-Carolina, 0; for foreign missions $733, of which, from 
South-Carolina, $19. The secretary for the foreign department (the 
Rev. Mr. Vaughn) delivered discourses in favour of foreign missions 
on Sunday April [6, in the morning at St. Michael’s, in the afternoon 
St. Philip’s, and at night at St. Peter’s. After a visit to Savannah, Geo, 
and some of our parishes, he expects to be at the Diocesan Convention 
at Columbia, on the 3d or 4th of May, for the purpose, more particular'y, 


of delivering, as usual, instructions to the Missionary to China, the 
Rev. W. J. Boone. 














New Orleans.—Extract of a letter from Bishop Brownell, dated New- 
Orleans, February 14: “The prospects of the Church, in this city, are 
more auspicious than at any other period. The new edifice has been 
used for Divine worship this winter, and it has been well filled. The 
exterior is not yet quite completed, nor has the new organ arrived. 
Last week seventy-five of the pews were sold at auction, subject to suc! 
annual rent as the vestry may impose, and brought the unexpected sum 
of $64,140. Of the remaining pews in the body of the church, one 
reserved for the rector, four for strangers, and twenty-three to be rented 
annually to the young men and transient persons who resort in suc 
numbers to New Orleans. The pews in the gallery are free. The we 
reserved for renting, would bring at public auction, at least $19," 
The sum of near $80,000 for the pews of a building which, together ¥™ 
the organ, cost only about $53,000 must indicate a very favorable state 
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feeling in regard to our Church. At a meeting of the vestry last even- 
ing, the Rev. President Wheaton was unanimously elected rector of the 
Parish. The rudiments of a new parish in the upper Faubourg of the 
city, are rapidly gathering, under the missionary labours of ‘the Rev. 
Mr. Wheat. Already liberal offers have been tendered for the erection 
of a new church, and I am persuaded that in two or three years, a new 
church may be built, and a new congregation formed, as large as that of 
Christ Church. The parishes in Natchez and Mobile, are also in a 
prosperous condition. In the latter parish, their pews were lately 
rented, for one year, for between $8,000 and $9,000. They are ina 
temporary building, which cost only about $4,000 !”—Chronicle of the 


Church. 


St. Mary’s Hall.—This Episcopal Female Seminary, of whose ap- 
peal notice is taken in this number (p. 83), and whose advertisement is 
on the cover; sets out on Its career with the most animating prospects, 
“ Daily applications (says the Missionary) for the admission of Scho- 
lars are received, and the prospect is, that it will be opened, if it please 
God, on the 2d May, with an entire complement of Scholars.” The 
Convention of the diocese of South-Carolina will be opened on the same 
day, and in its devotional exercises our hearts will not allow us to forget 
this seminary for souls. 


Interesting Facts —The Rector of St. John’s Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
erected the said Church, gave the use of the ground, and has served it 
gratuitously. He intends to build another Episcopal Church, from his 
private funds, near Fort Green. 


The late Rev. Daniel Cohia.—For the following statement, we are 


~ indebted to the “ Church Chronicle.” In 1832, three students of the 
_ seminary often met, and consulted how they could from thenceforth best 
' subserve the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. One of the fruits 
_ of their efforts wasthe publication, in several of our Church periodicals, 
_ ofaseries of articles on the extension of the Church, with the motto— 


“the field is the world ;” and also many articles on other topics now 
deemed more important in the Church. Of those three candidates for 


| holy orders, two, Lype, and Costa, have gone early to their rest; and 


the survivor, who pens this brief, yet deserved tribute, is admonished, by 


hisown impaired health, to “be also ready.” 


The late President Madison—He was, (says the Southern Church- 
man) towards the close of his life, a diligent and constant student of the 
Bible. To the pure and gentle influences of Christianity, he owed all 
that sweet and attractive loveliness which rendered him in private the 
most amiable of men; and all that grand and lofty, and venerable dis- 
interestedness which gave him in public the confidence of his country. 

The Lord’s Day.—Disregard for holy time is evidently prevailing 
more and more. There was a time when, if violated by travelling or 
pCasure, the offenders were modestly silent. But now they publish 
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their own sin, and speak of it playfully and sentimentally. For example, 
in a religious newspaper, we lately read, “‘ It was a Sabbath morning— 
we took the mail stage. Soon the village Church reveals its spire ang 
white walls—emblems of the purity of that worship that reigns with; " 
Now a group of little Sabbath-school children, meet the traveller—shan. 
that I say | travelled. After dinner Capt. Bence and I paid a visit ts 
the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, &c.” | 













































Church of England.—On a late occasion, Sir Robert Peel aod 
that the national establishment which connects Protestantism with th. 
State, shall be preserved against all the machinations of P opery, Inf. 
delity, Radicalism, and Dissent, and the sentiment was w armly a 
unanimously responded to by the meeting, and has since been re-e = ed : 
through the land. The Church of England has been well called 1! 
poor man’s Church, for voluntaryism cannot give Church room or pas 
toral care to those who cannot pay for them 


Confirmation —To the great consideration in which this rite. is held 
is attributed the total absence of religious dissent in Norway. There i; 
a strict examination by the 8 de or rural dean, of the young person's 
knowledge, of his moral and rel igious duties, and character, and itis on 
after a long previous preparation, by his parish minister, equal almost 
a course of education, the confirmants being instructed singly, 
well as in classes, that the individual is prepared for this examinativ: | 
It has occupied nearly two hours, and was held in the presence of the , 
congregation. It was a silting trial to know if each individual inks 
stood what he had been taught in religion. 


The Homilies.—It has been often contended, as Calvinistic sentiments 
and expressions are found in the Homilies, that the Reformers wer 
Calvinists. That there is Calvinism in the second Book of Homiiies i 
admitted ; but this will not prove that Cranmer, Latimer and Ride; 
were Calvinists. ‘Their homilies, comprised in the first book, were 

ublished in 1547, and are free from Calvinism. Ridley and Latimer 
were burnt in October, 1555, and Cranmer in March, 1556. The second 
book of Homilies was certainly not published before 1560: Wheaty 
says, 1563, seven years after Cranmer’s death.— Utica Gos. Mess. 


A Good Creed.— We (says the editor of the “ Church Chronicle,’ 
are the firm, decided, and unwavering friends and advocates of Christi 
Union, on Christian principles, but we know of no principles of Clin» 





tion Union, except such as reeognize “one Lord, one faith, one baptis®, . 
by which we are baptized into one body, which body is the Church.” af 


A Good Practice.—After supper, Bishop Bedell read to his family 3 
chapter, and put in each ones hands a copy of the Bible, that attent e 
might be kept active. 


Definition of Man.—lf Plato lived in our times, he would find no di 
ficulty. He would call him a “ money-getting aniraal,’’ — Utica G. ML 4. 
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_ Upon the suddenness of the departure of our venerab 
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Writing Sermons.—Dr. M‘Whorter, an estimable and learned cler- 
gyman of the Presbyterian Church, who died at Newark, N.J., in 1807, 
being asked how many sermons a minister might be able to compose in 
a week, replied, “ that a man of very inferior abilities might write three ; 
if his talents were up to the common stanaard, fico; but if possessed of 
first rate endowments, he would find it difficult to compose one.” It is 
the remark, I think of Bishop Andrews, that if he tse ee on a Sunday 
two sermons prepared in the preceding week, he was sure to prate 
once. — Utica Gos. Mess. 


Religious Periodicals.—“ Much can be done (writes a travelling mis- 


_ sionary) towards obtaining new names for them, by Ministers and others, 


if they would only set about it.” 


Tom Paine.—It is a distressing “ sign of the times,”’ that the centen- 


nial anniversary of his birth was lately celebrated at Providence, R. I. 


The toasts were worthy of the occasion, full of blasphemy, and slander, 


and arrogance. 
-2o— 
[FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. } 


[This came too late to be inserted in its proper place. | 


. A LEAF FROM A DISCOURSE PREACHED THE SUNDAY FOLLOWING 


THE INTERMENT OF MRS. ELIZABETH FRIPP. 


But while I would impress you, brethren, with the truth, that afflictions come not 
forth of the dust, but. are mercifully and wisely ordered, and, if religiously improved, 
will add lustre to our Christian character, and confidence to our Christian hope, and aid 
in the preparation for scenes beyond the grave,—the mournful event which has occa- 
sioned their introduction, and the loss in consequence, which our Church has sustained, 


_ remind me of the tribute due to departed worth. He, my friends, who looketh to the 
Sends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven, has, in his wise providence, by an 
_ atllictive visitation, thought good to send sorrow, where sorrow previously was almost 


unknown, and to unloose the fount of tears, where tears previously, except for others, 


_ have been seldom shed. In a moment, almost without a notice, one, endeared to those 
_ with whom she held acquaintance, beloved by relatives, and venerated by acquaintances 


» and kindred, has been called from us, and by Him, whose final call can never be 
> withstood, 


The propriety of our asking your attention, as in this discourse we have, to a few 
thoughts respecting the Providence of God, must be a parent to vou, when reflecting 
Pei nd. it would at the first 

glance appear less wisely ordered than is consistent with our views; since when our 
cear ones are to leave us, never to return, we love to hear them tell of the Father's 
boundless love, of the Saviour’s glorious ransom, of the Spirit’s strengthening grace ; 


_ Welove to hear them speak joyously of their departure; we love to see enkindling, in 


‘heir heaven-lit eye, bright visions of the distant land ; we love to catch the last faltering 
words of counsel ; we love to minister to their needs ; we love—although there be agony 
in the thougnt—to say the long farewell. But only at the first glance does it soseem To 
“ler thoughts there is a beautiful propriety attending this, when, and’only when, they, 
who suddenly go hence, have lived a life of faith in the Son of God. There is no room 
for chilling Ay Serggenn wom no betrayal of unjust fears, no displayed unwillingness to 
turn to the dust, whence we were derived. And asin the present case, the silver cord 
hee is loosed, ere its bright thread is even slightly tarnished; the golden bowl, is 
wo... rg full even to the brim; the cistern wheel is stopped, with its chain as yet 
Wet and the spirit is returned to the God its giver, ere sorrow, for those to be 
reaved, finds admission to the breast. 
- ‘#4 solemn thing to die, take it as we will; and yet, solemn as itis, there is nothing 
‘st one shade of gloom over our dying bed ; nothing that should make us sorrow for 


to 


* 
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our friends, if their, and our, hopes are scripturally based on him, “ who by his des 
hath destroyed death; and by /:\s rising to life again, hath restored to us ev erlasting life, 
In this happy condition, we have »bundant reason to believe, was our lamente ‘d friend 
Long age did she, by embracing we faith of Christ crucified, set her seal to the testi:nony 
that God was true. Since when, her life and lips have told, in whom alone, for joy, 
eternal, her hopes were centered. You yourselves, brethren, have seen her with | py.» ; 
say, undeviating regularity enter this temple of the Lord, joining with us in our cop ; 
fessions, our prayers, and praises, he ‘aring, as for her life, the appeals of sacred try 
kueeling at the altar, for the emblems of the life-giving body, and purifying blood of; 
Redeemer. And while she did all this, in common with many others, you yourse|\ 
have seen how well her daily practice accorded with her good profossion. You y, 
selves have seen. that there was between her and her Saviour, a bond. which the strok: 
of death would but securely rivet. And since we may notquestion that she is now; 
happy spirit in yon blessed world, 
“ Why mourn we that our aged friend is dead ? 

We are not sad to see the gaiher’d grain, 

Nor yet the mellow fruit the orchards cast. 

We sigh not when the sun, his course fulfilled, 

Goes on rejoicingly to other worlds. 

Why mourn we then for her, who having pass’d 

The bounds of man’s appointed years—at last, 

Life’s blessings all enjoyed, life’s labours done, 

Serenely to her final rest has gone ?”’ 

We may not mourn; and could we but see, where mortal eye has never, but the eve 

of faith oft has, looked,—within that glowing place where the dead, who die in the Lor, 
live,—could we but hear, as, in the moment of death she, doubtless, heard, some ange- 
spirit sweetly whisper, “ Come up hither,”’ O how should we long to be away frow 
littleness of earth; how loudly, in the accents of faith, exclaim, “O death where is thy 
sting, O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victor 


through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


. . —-K— . . . 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity is 
South-Carolina.—The Treasurer reports the following new member, 


paying $5 each : 
Rev. C. P. Elliott, St. Mark’s, Clarendon, | 


Dr. Fred. Byrd, ditto ditto, i 
Thomas Boone, St. Paul's, Stono, #g 

Mrs. Dorothea A. Ric haadeon. St. Mark’s; Clarendon, 3 

Miss Eliza E. Richardson, ditto, ditto, z 
Master James LB. Richardson, ditto, ~~. ditto, é 
Miss Hetty H. Elliott, Columbia, = | 

Mrs. Isabella 8. Porcher, Pineville, q 
LIFE. MEMBBRS. _ sg 
From Gregory Society, to constitute Rev. A. Kaufman, Life Member, ~ 5 
From some Ladies of 3t. Paul's Church, Radcliffeboro’, to constitute Rev. W illiam _ m 
Elliott, Life Member, , ‘ ‘ h ‘ ‘ ; ‘ : _ | 
From the same,a donation to Society, . . . - + «© «© <9 , 


John J. More, . ‘ : ° . . ' , . . ‘ 


——3¥3— 
Married, 
In Trinity Church, Columbia, by the Rev. P. J. Shand, on the 12th of Apri. & 
Rev. W. J. Boor, to Miss Saran, daughter of CuanceLttorn Desavussure. 





— 4a— 
Obituary Notice. 
Died, at Edisto Island, March 3, without previous indisposition, Mrs. Exvizasits ‘ 
Fripp, aged-74, a firm friend to the Saviour and his Church. . 
S¥S- th 
CALENDAR FOR MAY. 
1. St Philip and St. James. 16. Whit Tuesday. (; 
2. Ascension Day. 21. Trinity Sunday. 
7. Sunday afler Ascension. 24. Pinckney Lecture, ( 10th the Reg in 
14. Whit Sunday. lar day.) a 
15. Whit Monday. 28. Ist Sunday after Trinity. 








